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themselves a disgusting spectacle with the blood streaming
down their cheeks and breasts.

They were extraordinarily moved at religious services
which took place on shore, for these strange English
pirates and robbers delighted in religious services and in
the recital of prayers, the singing of psalms, and the read-
ing aloud of chapters from the Bible. Above all, the poor
Indians liked listening to the white men's singing, and
constantly entreated them to repeat their psalms. Some
days later the king or chief of the district himself came,
a man of goodly stature and comely person, attended by
a guard of a 'hundred tall warriors. This king, or hyoh>
brought with him further presents of network bags of the
herb tabah^ the use pf which, apparently, was not known
to either Drake or his men; also a root called peta, of
which the natives made a kind of meal which they baked
into bread. This may have been a kind of potato.

The hyoh and his people seemed to indicate by their
gestures (for of course no one could understand their lan-
guage) that they wished the white men to become over-
lords of their country. Nothing loath, Drake christened
the land (from its white cliffs, and also that it might have
some affinity with his own country) New Albion, and
solemnly proclaimed it to be a part of the dominions of
Her Most Excellent Majesty Queen Elizabeth, in order
that the riches and treasures " wherewith the upland coun-
tries abound"1 might add to the wealth of her kingdom.
Thus the region which the Spaniards afterwards redis-
covered and called California2 was first reached by an

1A curious prognostication of the gold which was subsequently to be derived from
California.

2 California (see p. 17) was first given as a name to the long peninsula (supposed
then to be an island) of Lower California. The name gradually extended up the coast
as the Spanish advanced their settlements in the eighteenth century.